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Abstract: This study explored the level of moral dependence among a sample of 
students with learning disabilities in English from the point of view of their teachers 
in Irbid Governorate, Jordan. The study population consisted of (60) male and female 
teachers who teach learning disabilities in English language for the academic year 
2020/2021. The study sample consisted of (30) male and female teachers. The 
description method was used, and to achieve the objectives of the current research, 
the study instrument was developed, which consisted of (45) items. The results 
showed that the level of moral dependency among people with learning difficulties in 
the English language was high. The results were discussed in light of the theoretical 
framework of the study and the results of previous studies and research in the field. 
Then, a set of educational recommendations and proposed studies were presented. 




Moral dependency is one of the important aspects of the development of the 
child’s personality. This importance comes from the fact that morality is an important 
element and an essential component of the entity of society and the personality of the 
child. No society can survive without laws and rules regulating the relationships of 
individuals with each other, and for them to serve as approved standards in directing 
behavior and correcting deviation (Touq et al., 2013). 
The stage of moral dependence or realistic morals extends from the age of eight 
to eleven, where the obedience represented by authority disappears at this stage and 
turns into obedience based on mutual respect and cooperation. The child must be 
flexible in his moral judgments because he is dependent on what he perceives in the 
reality before him, regardless of the reasons and motives that created the situation 
(Al-Nour, 2020). The stage of moral dependence is associated with learning 
disabilities because it is the stage in which children's learning difficulties are 
revealed. Therefore, this study came to try to reveal the effect of learning disabilities 
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on the moral dependency stage of people with learning disabilities, especially in 
English language, from the point of view of their teachers (Al-Sager, 2005). 
Statement of the problem  
The purpose of this study is to reveal the effect of learning disabilities on the 
moral dependency stage of people with learning disabilities in the English language 
from the point of view of their teachers. 
Question of the study  
The current study seeks to answer the following question: What is the level of 
moral dependence (realistic ethics) among a sample of students with learning 
disabilities in English from the point of view of their teachers in Irbid Governorate? 
Significance of the study  
The theoretical importance of the current study lies in revealing the level of 
moral dependence (realistic ethics) among a sample of people with learning 
difficulties in the English language. Therefore, the current study contributes to 
providing theoretical literature that explains the variables of the study, and it can be 
easy for researchers and scholars to refer to and use it. The application importance of 
the current study stems from the fact that it provides a measure of moral dependence, 
which has indications of validity and reliability, and can be used in the field of 
education, counseling, and mental health. 
Delimitations of the study  
This study was limited to a sample of students with learning difficulties in 
English who are enrolled in schools affiliated with the Directorate of Education in 
Irbid Governorate in the academic year 2020/2021. The results of this study are 
determined by the extent of accuracy in extracting the indications of the validity and 
reliability of the measurement tool and the extent to which the sample represents its 
population. The study is limited to the possibility of generalizing the results of the 
study to societies similar to the study population. 
Literature review 
Emotional growth is a set of changes that occur on the emotional side in the 
personality of the individual. They appear in the form of reactions issued by the 
individual as a result of exposure to an internal or external stimulus, through which 
the individual modifies his psychological structure to respond to this stimulus (Ben 
Dwihi, 2020). 
Rest (1979) defined moral judgment as the basic actual structure in which 
people perceive rights and responsibilities and make decisions about them. The 
growth of moral dependency is an essential aspect of growth that occurs in the 
personality of people with learning difficulties because it is closely related to the 
nature of the behavioral changes that occur to them, and the accompanying changes 
in feelings and sensations. It is also related to the social environment, especially the 
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environment surrounding the individual, which is considered as basic stimuli for 
emotions. An adolescent's feeling about himself and others is the most prominent 
feature of his emotional life, which is described as violent and severe (Al-Zoubi, 
2001). 
Moral dependence is one of the important aspects of growth, as emotions affect 
all the activities that a person performs in his social and daily situations. Hardly any 
experience, activity, educational situation, or thought process is devoid of a certain 
kind of emotions, feelings, and sensations (Abu Ghazal, 2009). 
The stage of moral dependency or realistic morals extends from the age of eight 
to eleven, during which the obedience represented by authority disappears and turns 
into obedience based on mutual respect and cooperation. It is difficult for a child to 
be flexible in his moral judgments, because he is dependent on what he perceives in 
the reality before him, regardless of the reasons and motives that created the situation 
(Al-Shdeifat and Ash-Shawashra, 2021). 
Previous studies 
Melhem et al (2020) explored the level of moral identity among students in Irbid 
city according to their gender and age. The study used the descriptive methodology 
and used the moral identity scale after ensuring its validity and reliability. The scale 
was applied to a sample of (398) male and female students. The findings of the study 
a high level of moral identity and a strong relationship with internalization. The 
results showed that students between 12 and 16 had higher scores than other 
categories.  
Al-Khleifat and Al-khleifat (2020) investigated the level of ethical values among 
students of the first three basic grades from the perspectives of their teaches in the 
Southern Ghor District according to some variables. The study used a questionnaire 
consisting of 27 items, which was administered to a sample of 50 teachers from both 
genders. The results revealed that the level of ethical values among students was 
high. The students have good relationships with their teachers and their peers as well. 
The perspectives of teachers did not differ according to the teachers’ gender or 
academic qualifications.  
Abu Awwad and Al Alwan (2020) explored the relationship between moral 
intelligence and social school behavior among students of the tenth grade in Russaifa, 
Jordan. The study developed a scale to measure the levels of moral intelligence 
among a sample of 489 students. The findings revealed that the levels of moral 
intelligence and social competence were high among the sample. The results did not 
show differences in these levels according to the gender variable.  
Al-Azamat and Alwan (2019) investigated the levels of social support and its 
impact on moral intelligence among tenth-grade students in Northeast Badia, Jordan. 
The study used the descriptive approach and the scale to measure perceived social 
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support. The scale was applied to a sample of 500 students. The results indicated a 
medium level of moral intelligence and social support. The findings showed a 
positive connection between conscience and self-control among the students, in 
addition to the positive relationship between justice and social support.  
Alshraah, M. M. (2017) identified the impact of social networking sites on the 
moral and religious value system among Hashemite University students in Jordan. 
The study used the descriptive methodology and developed a questionnaire, which 
was applied to a sample of 210 students during the academic year 2014/2015. The 
findings revealed that there is a strong effect of social media networks on the moral 
levels of students.  
Stoeber and Yang (2016) investigated moral perfectionism among a sample of 
students. The study included 243 students who answered to the scale of moral 
perfectionism. The findings showed that there is a strong relationship between moral 
values ad moral judgment. The results also showed that moral perfectionism is a 
general characteristic of people regardless of their ethnicity.  
Research methodology 
Population and Sample 
The population of the study consisted of all 60 male and female teachers of LDs 
in English language, who work in Irbid city, Jordan. The sample of the study was 
selected from this population, and their number was 30 teachers. 
Instrument of the study 
The researcher used the short version of the moral judgment scale developed by 
Rest in 1979 to measure the level of moral dependence, which Al-Zogoul (1981) 
translated and codified for the Arab environment. 
Validity  
The researcher verified the indications of the validity of the scale by presenting 
it to a group of judges from faculty members. the judges unanimously agreed on the 
validity and appropriateness of the scale’s items for the study. They agreed that the 
instrument presents problems and elicits responses that reveal the stages of growth of 
moral dependency for people with learning difficulties. 
Reliability  
The researcher ensured the stability of the moral judgment scale using the test-
retest method by applying the tool to an exploratory sample from outside the study 
sample consisting of (30) male and female students with learning difficulties, with an 
interval of two weeks between the first and second applications. The correlation 
coefficient between the two applications was (.900). As for the second method, it was 
done by calculating Cronbach's alpha coefficient, to ensure the internal consistency of 
the scale, where the reliability coefficient was (0.89). 
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Results and discussion  
To answer the main question of the study, the mean scores and standard 
deviations of the level of moral dependence (realistic ethics) were extracted for the 
sample of people with learning disabilities in the English language from the point of 
view of their teachers in Irbid Governorate, and Table (1) illustrates the results. 
Table 1 
The mean scores and standard deviations of the level of moral dependence (realistic 
ethics) among people with learning difficulties in English from the point of view of 
their teachers in Irbid Governorate 















5 742.  
4.24 .544 
High  
3 4 Adaptation 5 5.41  4.11 .541 High  
4 8 Competition  5 1.14  4.09 .691 High  
5 1 cooperation 5 537.  3.74 .501 High  
6 9 Attitudes  5 437.  3.73 .894 High  
7 5 Loyalty  5 337.  3.74 .617 High 
8 7 Friendship  5 237.  3.71 .573 High 
9 6 Leadership  5 935.  3.57 .591 Medium  
  Total  45 339.  3.90 .590 High 
Table (1) shows that the mean scores in terms of the paragraph ranged between 
(3.57-4.38). The field of social values ranked first with the highest mean of (4.38), 
and a standard deviation of (0.506), and a high level of appreciation. The leadership 
field came in the last rank, with a mean of (3.59), and a standard deviation of (0.591), 
and a medium rating level. The mean score of emotional growth as a whole was 
(3.90), with a standard deviation of (0.590), and a high rating level. 
This result can be traced back to the family bonding and the care shown by 
parents in their methods of dealing with their children with learning difficulties 
through what they show of love, kindness, tenderness, and acceptance of the children. 
This of course would contribute to the children reaching a state of emotional balance, 
reaching a high level of mental health, and access to positive and high levels of social 
and emotional development. 
This is in addition to the ability of the study members to perceive reality, and 
their ability to adapt to stressful daily life events, and the accompanying emotional 
situations. They were able to deal realistically with these situations to achieve balance 
with themselves and others, and reach an appropriate level of mental health. The 
reason for this may also be attributed to the nature of the elementary stage, which 
represents the stage of development of other aspects of growth, physical, mental, 
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social, and moral, and they follow each other and are highly predictable (khasawneh, 
2020). 
Recommendations  
According to the results of the study, it is recommended to prepare training 
programs for people with learning difficulties that include all aspects of different 
moral dependence. It is also recommended to hold intensive and continuous training 
courses and educational workshops for teachers of English language learning 
difficulties and qualify them effectively to be able to develop the skills of congenital 
dependency for people with learning disabilities. The study recommends training 
people with learning disabilities on all areas of congenital dependency and benefiting 
from this study and similar studies in addressing the aspects of their congenital 
dependency. 
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